FIRST OVER EVEREST
assurance that the necessary second flight would be sanctioned
subject to certain conditions.
"It had been recognised at an early stage in the organisation
of the expedition that to secure adequate scientific results two
flights would probably be necessary.
"Permission for the flight had been given by the Government
'purely for scientific purposes' and it was hardly to be expected
that all the mass of complicated and delicate mechanisms would
operate without a hitch in those terrific extremes of heat and
cold.
"It was a great relief to us to hear that we might expect to
receive this essential permission. Without it, there was a serious
possibility of some minor hitch in the first flight, compelling us
to return in ignominy without achieving the objects which had
already been broadcast to the world.
"But before we heard this welcome news, we were back in
Karachi where the two Westlands had been assembled, ready
for their test flights. We took them up to over 33,000 feet in
that pellucid air and found all well. In fact so efficient were
Messrs. Siebe Gorman's electrically heated suits, that the
observers' knees became uncomfortably hot. Without much
difficulty we' reduced the heating elements and with excellent
results.
"An interesting observation in connection therewith was that
the upper air at this altitude was twenty Centigrade degrees
wanner than in England in the previous month. This was
contrary to expectation, for we had anticipated the same degree
of cold almost everywhere at that great height. Hence no doubt
the excess of warmth in the suits.
"There followed the now accustomed hurly-burly of depar-
ture. A thousand items had to be packed and dispatched, some
by train and some by air. Many, such as the oxygen and the
signal flares demanded special transportation, whilst at the last
moment it was discovered that the spare propellers would go
into no ordinary railway wagon. Finally a horse-box was found
tofillthebilL
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